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Total Maximum Daily Load
Overview and Changes


What is a TMDL?
A TMDL is the calculation of the maximum amount of a pollutant allowed to enter a water body so that the water body will meet and continue to meet water quality standards for that particular pollutant. A TMDL determines a pollutant reduction target and allocates load reductions necessary to the source(s) of the pollutant.
TMDL is directly related to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and its goal is to eliminate or reduce pollutants carried by storm water to local water bodies (rivers, creeks and wetlands). For the City of Sodaville pollutants include pesticides, leakage from faulty septic systems and turbidity (Mercury). All of these pollutants reduce the amount of oxygen in the water bodies.

Who is Responsible for Developing A TMDL?
The State of Oregon's Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is responsible for developing TMDL's in Oregon. Once developed the plan is submitted to the EPA for approval. Once mandates are established DEQ is responsible to oversee individual plans provided by Designated Management Agencies (DMA's) or individual Cities.

How Does This Affect the City of Sodaville?
In the past the Department of Environmental Quality has required the City of Sodaville to monitor water temperature at several points inside the City limits as well as near Oak Creek for changes in temperature from one point to another. Another requirement has been to reduce or eliminate invasive plants like blackberries and ivy along public right of ways. Yet another requirement was to provide education through the City's newsletter on septic maintenance, pet waste and the use of pesticides.

During the Five Year Review Process last year not a lot changed. However, some requirements were added. Changes include:
1. Requirement that TMDL be included once per year as an agenda item at a council meeting.
2. Inform developers of DEQ1200c permits. Require erosion control during construction projects.
3. Maintain Pit Toilets at Park. Add additional toilet at new Park.
4. Review storm water ordinances and identify links to water quality that can be enforced.
5. Maintain vegetation in storm water ditches inside the City.
